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Chapter 3. Pottery

Site
Count of 

ceramic fragments

Count of illustrated 

ceramic fragments
%

176 11 6.3 
1,256 50 4.0 

26 5 19.2 
1 1 100.0 
70 5 7.1 
91 18 19.8 
11 1 9.1 
52 3 5.8 

Lopatka I
Andrianovka (Mesto Vysadki) 

Siyushk 1 (& 2)
Yavino 2
Yavino 3
Yavino 4
Yavino 7

Kirpichnaja
Unknown 1 1 100.0

Total 1,684 95 5.6

Ceramics are preserved in approximately 20 

wooden boxes. Almost all of the materials are frag-

ments, while two restored clay pans are exhibited in 

the museum at NEISRI, and a single individual of 

clay pan is exhibited in the Kamchatka State Unified 

Museum in Petropavlovsk-Kamchatskij (Chapter 

6). As far as we observed available materials, all 

potsherds belong to Naiji pottery, an imitation of 

Japanese iron pan with inner lugs for hanging on the 

inner rim surface. In Figures 7-16, we carried draw-

ings of all rim fragments with typologically diag-

nostic features from each site; this is the reason why 

there is no bottom and body fragment in figures. Al-

though only 5.6 % of potsherds among 1,684 pieces 

are shown in the figures (Tab.1), illustrated ceramics 

efficiently show the variation of typological features 

in this collection.

Naiji pottery is basically consisted solely of cook-

ing pans, meaning that vessel composition is ex-

tremely simple. The variation in size of pan is not so 

wide, although Naiji pottery of Kamchatka and the 

Northern Kuril Islands has a tendency to be larger 

than that of Hokkaido and Sakhalin. In the previous 

literatures (Takase and Lebedintsev 2015, Takase 

2017), we introduced a shallow clay vessel with an 

large inner lug horizontally attached to the inner 

rim surface. This clay vessel was broken, but its plan 

view was thought to be rectangular. Such a ceramic 

have not been recognized in the Circum-Sea of Ok-

hotsk region. Although there was no marking and la-

bel on this material, it was preserved in the same box 

of artifacts from Lopatka sites. On the basis of these 

information, we pointed out the possibility that it 

could be a new category of Naiji pottery in Southern 

Kamchatka as described shallow clay dishes as Torii 

(1903, 1919) documented on the basis of an interview 

of the Kuril Ainu. Furthermore, we noted that the re-

lationship between Kamchatka and Sakhalin should 

be taken into consideration because horizontal inner 

lugs are common in Central Sakhalin (Takase 2013b). 

However, there is also the possibility that it is a large 

clay lamp contaminated from Chukotkan materials 

in Dikov collection. Therefore, a drawing of this ma-

terial is removed from this book.

The largest number of ceramic pieces were found 

at the Andrianovka site (Tab.1). A lot of potsherds 

were restored from the Lopatka I, Yavino 3, and Yavi-

no 4 sits as well. Typological features of Naiji pottery 

in the collection are basically common with those 

from the Northern Kuril Islands. In many cases, the 

exterior surface of the pans is covered by thick food 

crust, while the interior surface and the bottom sur-

face are clean.

Because of the large collection of clay vessels,  

materials in this collection widely covers main types 

of Naiji pottery. Naiji pottery is classified into four 

Table 1: Count of ceramic fragments in Dikova collection
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types in Southern Kamchatka and the Northern 

Kurils (Takase 2013a). Type Ia pottery dated to the 

oldest phase maintains morphological features of 

Japanese iron pans: the thin wall, a wide and shallow 

groove in the inner rim, smaller inner lugs, no projec-

tions and ornaments. On the contrary, type II pottery 

assigned to the younger phase is characterized by 

the thick wall, disappearance of a wide and shallow 

groove, large inner lugs, projections on the rim, and 

ornaments on the exterior surface, indicating the deg-

radation of technique for pottery-making. Type III, 

the youngest phase, has a similar shape to Russian 

iron pan. However, only one individual has been dis-

covered in the Northern Kuril Islands for this type, 

and there is still no instance of type III pottery from 

Kamchatka. Type Ib is an intermediate type between 

type Ia and type II, and it has both characteristics of 

these types in a single individual of pottery.

Radiocarbon dating demonstrates that type Ia 

is dated from the mid-15th century to the mid-17th 

century, while type II is assigned to a period from 

the mid-17th century to the 19th century. This result 

suggest that type Ib pottery should be dated to the 

17th century because this period is regarded as the 

transitional phase from type Ia to type II. According 

to historical and ethnographic documents in Japan 

and Russia, the Kuril or the Kuril Ainu, users of Naiji 

pottery, did not produced pottery in the latter half of 

the 19th century, indicating that they stopped using 

Naiji pottery in the former half of the 19th century 

or earlier. Thus, type II pottery was likely to be used 

until the end of the 18th century or the beginning of 

the 19th century, and it was replaced by type III pot-

tery or used with type III pottery in the final phase of 

Naiji pottery.

On the basis of such a framework of typological 

recognition, we classified pottery fragments in Diko-

va collection (Figs.17 and 18). There are two notable 

points. First, potsherds elaborately manufactured 

from the Lopatka I, Andrianovka, and Kirpichnaya 

sites indicate that type Ia pottery can be classified 

into two sub-types (Fig.17:1-5, 9-12). They have very 

thin walls, the smooth surface, and small inner lugs 

with triangular cross section. These characteristics 

are common with original iron pans. Typologically, 

they are the older phase of type Ia Naiji pottery clas-

sified as “type Ia1,” while other type Ia ceramic frag-

ments are categorized as “type Ia2.”

Second, Type Ia pottery, including types Ia1 and 

Ia2, distributes in a wide area in Southern Kamchat-

ka. In Dikova and Dikov collections, it can be seen 

not only in archaeological sites in Cape Lopatka, the 

lower Ozernaya river basin, and Kuril Lake, but also 

in the Kirpichnaya site that is located in Petropavlov-

sk-Kamchatskij. However, type II pottery cannot be 

seen in potsherds from the Kirpichnaya site (Tab.2). 

This support a hypothesis on the temporal change in 

the distribution area of Naiji pottery (Fig.19). Studies 

so far suggest that the northern border of type II pot-

tery is the Vestinik Bay in Southeastern Kamchatka, 

while type Ia pottery distributes as far north as the 

Shipunskij Peninsula on the east coast (Takase 2015). 

This significant change in pottery distribution is re-

lated to the occupation area of the Kuril/the Kuril 

Ainu, indicating that they evacuated from Kamchat-

ka in the end of the 17th century or the beginning of 

the 18th century. Pottery in Dikova and Dikov collec-

tions supports this understanding.

(K. Takase)
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Figure 7: Ceramic fragments (1) [1: Yavino 2; 2-6: Yavino 3]
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Site Type Ia1 Type Ia2 Type Ib Type II
Lopatka I + (+) + +

Andrianovka (+) + + +
Siyushk 1 (& 2) (+) + + +

Yavino 2 (+) (+) (+) (+)
Yavino 3 (+) + +
Yavino 4 (+) + + +
Yavino 7 (+) (+)

Kirpichnaja + (+)
Unknown +

Table 2: Pottery types from each site
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Figure 8: Ceramic fragments (2) [1-18: Yavino 4; 19: Yavino 7]
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Figure 9: Ceramic fragments (3) [1-14: Andrianovka]

0 10cm

1

14

13

12

11
109

8

7

6

5

3
2

4



26

Figure 10: Ceramic fragments (4) [1-12: Andrianovka]
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Figure 11: Ceramic fragments (5) [1-5: Andrianovka]
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Figure 12: Ceramic fragments (6) [1-8: Andrianovka]
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Figure 13: Ceramic fragments (7) [1-11: Andrianovka]

0 10cm

1110
9

87

65

4
3

2
1



30

Figure 14: Ceramic fragments (8) [1-10: Lopatka I]
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Figure 15: Ceramic fragments (9) [1-4: Siyushk]
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Figure 16: Ceramic fragments (10) [1-3: Kirpichnaya; 4: site unknown]
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